BEDE
wondered what he had done to be put there. When Plummer
wrote, forty years ago, it was less common than it is in these
days to doubt the value of such industrial over-development;
and it is with the words of Charles Plummer, rather than any
of my own, that I wish to close this lecture. 'Even rating these
things at the very highest value that has ever been put upon
them by the most zealous votary of material progress, we have
not, it seems to me, amid all our discoveries, invented as yet
anything better than the Christian life which Bede lived, and
the Christian death which he died.'